I30	NADIR  SHAH
who made their appearance in those troubled times.1    Moreover, those
people who fled to the hills for safety were there set upon and despoiled by
the Sikhs.2
From Yaminabad Nadir marched to the Degh Nala, which he may
have crossed by the Shah Daula bridge.3 It was here that he heard that
Zakariya Khan, the Governor of Lahore, had made a strongly fortified
position on the banks of the Ravi to the north of the city, on the direct
line of his approach.4 Nadir, instead of marching direct on Lahore, turned
due east for a time, in order to outflank the Indian position on the Ravi.
At Mulkpur (or Mubarakpur)5 the Persian sighted and then engaged
a strong body of Indian troops under the Zamindar of Adinanagar6 who
were marching to the assistance of Zakariya Khan. The Indians were
defeated, but a number succeeded in reaching Lahore. The Persian
army crossed the Ravi near Lakodehr,7 Soon after, battle was joined
with the forces of Zakariya Khan, which, according to Shaikh ijazin,
consisted of 14,000 to 15,000 cavalry and a number of rfiilitia.8 Yahya
Khan, the Governor's eldest son, managed to cut his way through the
Persian ranks, and hastened to the Emperor's camp with the news.9 In
this fighting an old Indian warrior named Mirza 'Aziz Beg is said to have
greatly distinguished himself.10 On the following day (22nd January),
the battle was resumed, but Zakariya Khan, because of the inadequacy
*	Shaikh Harin, p. 292.
s Malcolm's Sketch of the Sikhs, in Asiatick Researches (Calcutta, 1810), Vol. XI, p. 238, and
J. Browne's History of the Origin and Progress of the Sicks in his India Tracts (London, 1788).
*	See Note 5 below.
4 Anand Rain fol. 167 (b) and Siyaru'l-Muta'akhkhirin, p. 472.
*	M5rza Mahdi states that Mulkpur was 6 coss from Lahore.   Professor Sarkar considers that
Mulkpur should read " Mubarakpur/' which is a place 9 miles north of Lakodehr. If
this is correct it seems unlikely that Nadir crossed the Degh Nala by the Shah Daula
bridge ; it is probable that, in that event, he crossed the river further upstream.
*	This name is given as Adinagar by Mirza Mahdi (p, 197) ;  but it is evidently Adinanagar
(now called Dinanagar, 75 miles E.N.E. of Lahore and 8 miles N.N.E. of Gurdaspur),
7 According to Anand Ram, Nadir wheeled to the right, after crossing the Degh Nala and out-
fia-nked the Indians by marching to the west of their position. In view of what has been
said above, this could not have been the case. In this connection, see IraHi's letter to his
sister (H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p. 357), and Sir Alexander Burnes's Travels to Bokhara,
Vol. II, p. 16.
*	Shaikh Hazin, p. 293,   Muhammad Mutisin Siddiqi, in the Jauhar-i-Sam$am, fol. 6 (a), states
that Zakariya Khan had 40,000 horsemen. With his usual biasi he adds that Zakariya
Khan, owing to his understanding with the Nizamul-Mulk, made no serious attempt to
bar Nadir's progress (see also Otter, Vol. I, p. 374). Shakir Khan, in his Tadhkira,
fol. 41 (a)t makes a similar allegation, adding that Sa'adat Khan was jointly resonsible
with the Ni^amul-Mulk for giving the instructions to Zakariya Khan not to oppose Nadir.
» Anand Ram> fol. 167 (b).
10 Ashub, Vol. II, pp. 132-134. This author states that 'Aziz Beg's deeds were recorded in a
poem called the Nadir Shah-Nama that Mufcammad 'Ali Beg (who wrote under the name of
Mulla Firdausi) composed at Nadir's request ; Ashub quotes some couplets from this
poem on p. 135 and again on p. 441 ; I have been unable to ascertain whether the whole
poein a extant or not It is of interest to note that the poet Nadiri, of Mashhad, who is
still auve and who is descended from Nadir through the female line, has written a poem
in to ancestor's honour entitled the Shah-Nama~yi-Nadiri ; this poem has not yet been
pubfished,

